Images from the Philippine – India cultural exchange: 


While thinking of what to write in this reflection, it suddenly dawned on me to try using haiku, which according to Wikipedia is one of the most important form of traditional Japanese poetry. It is a 17-syllable verse form consisting of three metrical units of 5, 7, and 5 syllables. I tried to stick to this rhythm but I could not be true to one of the haiku rules of including a seasonal theme. I simply wrote down the images that came to mind during those days that I joined the exchange program. 

1. We expected nine



15. Philippines has lots
But seven arrived


India has few volcanoes



April 28. 



But you saw Taal.
2. Simple but cozy 



16. Spiderman beckoned
Balay Kalinaw was home

 Five boys couldn’t wait for home
Away from India. 


 Watched the last full show.
3. Friends came to welcome


17. At Fort Santiago
First meal at Likha-Diwa

Our hero Rizal waited

Fun from start till end. 

A visit from you. 
4. Who ran out of songs? 


18. One-hour walking tour
Tictic six tactic seven


The Light and Sound museum
Deepika’s team won. 


 Touching, dramatic! 
5. At Loob Bunga



19. Veggies aplenty

Indians and Aetas dancing

Lunch at Mongolian resto 

The moon shone brightly. 

Sated our hunger. 

6. Rainbow of colors



20. Greenhills, Megamall

Iba’s corals and fishes


St. Francis, Market Market,

And the gold sunset. 


Then Mall of Asia!

7. Perfect for a stroll



21. You searched for bargains

A game of volleyball 


Crafts, trinkets, shoes, shirts, sandals

Subic’s white sand beach. 

Until closing time. 

8. He was Emmanuel 



22. Ripe jackfruit, ice cream 

He preferred to be called she

Sweets, crispy rice on crushed ice

Simply Emz for short. 

Our halo-halo. 

9. Guided us till dark 



23. On the last evening

Emz was accommodating

Dinner at Prince of Jaipur

Friendly and patient. 


Meals tasted of home. 

10. The guide used bamboo


24. Greetings etched in glass

To produce fire and cook rice

Sandalwood incense and soap

We all watched amazed. 

Souvenirs for us. 

11. Dry, humid and hot


25. In a small basket

You came middle of summer

Clay jar wrapped in woven cloth 
Cool drinks quenched your thirst. 
 Souvenirs for you. 

12. Coming from Subic



26. You learned Tagalog
Had pizza, Coke and ice cream 
Salamat and kumusta
‘Twas Cowa’s birthday. 

I learned namaste. 
13. Shock, tears and dismay


27. A great experience
A dear friend died on Thursday
With our nine new Indian friends
Great loss to many. 


We wish you the best.


14. Peasants struggled hard


28. Thanks for the eight days
Before Tagaytay Highlands

Memories forever etched
Where could they be now? 

In our minds and hearts.  
Aleli Bawagan, May 9, 2007

