Journal on the Final Day of the Intercultural Exchange
Brief report on May 4 activities with Indian visitors
Note on the guide: Originally, the guides for May 4 schedule to Intramuros were Cowa, Merlyn and Bilen. Cowa said that on Wednesday May 2, she already told Pinky that perhaps two guides will be enough, meaning Merlyn and Bilen. On Thursday May 3, at Market Market, Pinky said that Merlyn texted her and said that she can not make it on May 4 since she still has to return to Los Banos for the registration of Joan. Pinky asked if I can accompany the group, together with Bilen. After canceling my lunch appointment for May 4, I told Pinky that I can join the group to Intramuros. On Thursday morning however, Bilen suffered some internal pain and had to be rushed to the UP Infirmary, leaving only me to join the group today. 

Itinerary: 


We left UP around 9AM for Intramuros, the old walled city during the Spanish period. But due to the traffic at Quezon Avenue and Espana, we only reached our first stop at Fort Santiago by 11AM. We walked around the fort and went inside Rizal Shrine. After touring the fort, they bought souvenirs at the crafts shops inside the fort. Since this was already around 12nn, I asked them if it was okay to postpone lunch after we have finished the trip to the Light and Sound museum where we had a 1pm appointment. They all agreed, their only request was to have some drinks since it was really a very hot day.

Our second stop was the Manila Cathedral. Since there was an ongoing mass, we stayed only for a few minutes. We spent more time at the Silahis crafts shop which showcased almost all of the crafts from all regions of the Philippines – baskets, jars, native cloths, musical instruments and furnitures. They really enjoyed looking at all the crafts, some of which they said resembled some of the Indian crafts as well. We stayed here till around 1:10pm. 


From Silahis, we went straight to the Light and Sound Museum. Here we had a walking tour of around one hour which showed situation of the country during the pre-colonial times, the Spanish period, the Spanish-Philippine revolution, with particular focus on the life of the Philippine national hero Jose Rizal. Everyone enjoyed the whole show which was quite dramatic and really appealed to one’s emotions.

I would have wanted to make a stop at the Rizal monument in Luneta/Rizal Park. But since it was so hot and we were all hungry, they suggested that we proceed instead to the Mall of Asia for our lunch. We had lunch at Mongolian restaurant, where the vegetarians did not have difficulty getting a good satisfying meal. After lunch, it was off to shopping at the mall. We all agreed to meet again by 7PM to proceed to Aristocrat restaurant for dinner and evaluation. 
The group was divided into three: Nakul and Sultan went together; John walked around by himself; and all 7 of us (Sudha, Deepa, Sudhir, Anupama, Kislay, Deepika and me) went as one group. My group bought some CDs (local folk songs), sandals, and  souvenirs. We were able to view the sunset, around 6pm. After this, since I promised Sudha we would eat halo-halo, we went to Chowking together with Deepika, Kislay and Anupama. We were at Chowking when Pinky called and we decided to change the venue of dinner from Aristocrat to a restaurant at Mall of Asia instead.

Around 7:30PM, the rest of the Philippine Charter team (Cowa, Marcy, Pinky, Merlyn, Mutya and Joan) came to join the group for dinner. The group decided to have our final dinner at Prince of Jaipur, an Indian restaurant. For many of the members of the Philippine team, this was their first time to eat at an Indian restaurant. We had a taste of North Indian cuisine, which was really very elaborate and sumptuous. After dinner, we did not pass the chance to listen to the presentation by the children of their individual projects. A brief evaluation was done about the exchange program. Both the Indians and the Filipinos expressed their thanks to each one for the chance to be part of this program. Gifts and souvenirs were exchanged too. Everyone went home almost close to midnight.   
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