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        BAN THE BURN PROTEST MARCH;

             YOUTH SPRUCE UP NURSERY

With the common affirmation that the burning of wastes is a violation of the law, hazardous to health, and a wastage of valuable resources, BUKLOD TAO and the CENTER FOR POSITIVE FUTURES-BANABA participated in the Global Day of Action Against Incineration. This was held last 07 September 2005 at the front yard of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources in Quezon City. The Global Alliance for Incineration Alternatives (GAIA) and Greenpeace Southeast Asia were the organizers of that three-hour protest march and program which exposed the evils of incinerators.

CPF-Banaba sent in a contingent of Third and Fourth Year students: Dianne Concepcion, Doneza Doloha, Angelique Barroga, Vina Liguit, Lance Reyes, Aimee Macanas, Francis Andres, Joperson Munoz, Ruben Li, and Jay Ortega. The youth spearheaded the march which started in front of the Bureau of Soils and Water Management, bearing “clappers” that also served as face cover which is a skull with a gas mask. The students were joined in by representatives from GAIA, Greenpeace, Ecology desk of the Archdiocese of Manila, Eco-waste coalition, Smokey Mountain eco-aides, PUSOD, and a forty-strong contigent of Buklod Tao.

Meanwhile, the Buklod ng Kababaihang Kabataan ng Banaba (BKKB) in the morning of 11 September, conducted a clean-up of the plant nursery. It was a hands-on task that included: (1) segregation of biodegradable and non-biodegradable wastes; (2) collection of castings of night crawler earthworms and scattering the fertilizer at the seed bank area; (3) raking and sweeping of fallen dried leaves for composting. In the afternoon of that same day, the mothers of community assistanceship program trouped at the nursery. The day’s task was to mix one part sand, one part clay, and one part compost soil; this planting medium was then placed inside black plastic potting bags.
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